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The United Nations International Year

of Glass - its Origins

In May 2021 the Glass World was
awakening to the possibilities offered
by a United Nations
International Year of Glass. Questions

sponsored

flowed concerning finance,

organization, communications and
they did not then have clear answers.
At the same time the consequences
of the aftermath of the COVID
pandemic were still evident, imposing

constraints on social mixing and travel.

This report explores the story leading
up to the formal announcement and
how events subsequently unfolded,
those that were anticipated and
those that were not. It begins with an
ambitious dream, which then led to
the presentation of a formal proposal
to the United Nations and ultimately
its approval by the United Nations
General Assembly. What followed
during 2022 went
wildest imaginings and is recorded in

beyond our

subsequent chapters using as far as
possible the words of the thousands
involved. This record explains the
financing, organization and impact,
both short-
thousands of events around the globe.
We hope it will be an appropriate
recognition of our debt of gratitude
to the United Nations and that it will
inspire and inform others so they can
transform their own dreams to reality.

and long-term, of

I. EARLY BEGINNINGS

The story began in 2014 when
Prof. L. David Pye, Past President
of the International Commission on
Glass and the American Ceramic

Society, learned that the
United Nations General
Assembly had declared
2015 an International
Year of Light and Light-
Based Technologies.

As editor of The International Journal
of Applied Glass Science (IJAGS) he
grasped the opportunity to showcase
“Glass and Light” in a special edition.
A year later he reacted to the
emerging paradigm that we have
entered The Age of Glass. Dr. David
L. Morse and Dr. Jeffrey W. Evenson,

Prof. Alicia Durén-

Prof. John M. Parker

senior administrators, Corning Inc.,
(supported by others) eloquently
summarized this new thinking in
their contribution “Welcome to the
Glass Age”'. They proposed that we
are at a pivotal moment where the
arrival of The Age of Glass can be
declared by glass scientists, engineers,
manufacturers, educators and artists
around the globe.

Figure 1. The heat of the furnace and the hand of the artisan offer a world of possibilities.

Source: Del Green from Pixabay

'Welcome to the Age of Glass, edited by Prof. Alicia Duran and Prof. John M. Parker, publ CSIC. Chapter |. A. Duran, ]. M. Parker and D. Pye.
Available online free of charge in English and in Spanish at www.aigmf.com
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They argued that glass had a major
role in advancing civilization and
mankind throughout history, be it in
architecture, the arts, transportation,
medicine, communications, or many
branches of science. Without glass,
the microscopic biological world
might never have been revealed,
nor would we have discovered the
universe beyond the earth, moon
and stars. How can we not marvel at
the beauty and reverence of stained-
glass artistry in cathedrals across the
world while excluding cold, rain and
snow? Or the simple filament lamp,
providing light when darkness falls?
Or the extending of our working lives
by placing curved glass lenses before
our eyes?

While many revolutionary innovations
do not have glass at their heart, yet
one of the greatest contributions of
glass to life today is its role in advancing
communication in ways unimaginable
a century ago. Has not the world been
transformed by the optical glass fiber
networks that span the globe? Or by
ultra-thin glass plates for television
sets and protective covers for mobile
phones? Then there is the remarkable
story of a small company in Rochester,
New York, that realized the potential
of a light sensitive semiconducting
glass for making possible high-speed
reproduction of documents. This
company was eventually renamed
the Xerox Corporation. Many similar
stories can be found in other emerging
fields in glass such as healthcare or
renewable energies. Notwithstanding
this remarkable history, the view here
is that the best is yet to come as glass
science continues to evolve and be
better understood. Heralding the
advent of The Age of Glass will bring to
the attention of the public at large the
critical role glass has in our daily lives.
Subsequent lectures by Dr. Manoj

Choudhary, then ICG President, and
Prof. David Pye given to international
audiences explored the theme that
glass science, engineering and art are
entering new and profound chapters
in their histories. Based on the above
remarks, a sense of history, and
appreciation of a seminal idea whose
time has come, it is a great honor to
chronicle here and affirm the advent
of The Age of Glass, and by extension
the declaration by the UN of an
International Year of Glass.

Prompted by the very positive
the Prof.
David Pye discussed the concept

reactions to above,
of an International Year of Glass
(IYOG) with Mr. Charles L. Craig,
Senior Vice President, Science and
Technology, Corning Inc. He was
strongly supportive and encouraged
its pursuit. Soon thereafter Profs.
Choudhary and Pye introduced a
motion in September 2018 at the
Annual Meeting of the Council of the
International Commission on Glass in
Japan. It read:

The International Commission on
Glass, representing organizations
and individuals throughout the

world dedicated to the promotion
of science, technology, artistry and
application of glass enthusiastically
endorses the exploration of a future
declaration of
a Year of Glass
by the United
Nations.

Following
its positive
reception,
Prof.
presented the

Pye

concept to
the American
Ceramic

Corning Museum of Glass (CMoG).
Both embraced the idea, the latter
leading Mr. Steven T. Gibbs, a senior
administrator, to play a pivotal role
IYOG2022 to the
international art community. Buoyed

in advancing

by this groundswell of enthusiasm,
ICG’s then President, Prof. Alicia
Duran, took up the baton to become
Chair of an International Steering
Committee for the proposed IYOG.
The die was cast.

2. PRESENTATION TO THE
UNITED NATIONS

Throughout the past 60 years the
General Assembly of the United
Nations (Figure 2) has honored
contributions to society in many fields
by declaring ‘International Years’.

A UN badged
requires a United Nations Resolution.

International Year
The Spanish ambassador at the
Spanish Permanent Mission at the
UN in New York, Mr. Agustin Santos
Maraver, agreed to lead the process
through the General Assembly of
United Nations and explained the
steps and documents needed. The
application finally submitted had 1)
a main document confirming the
role of glass in supporting the Goals
of Agenda 2030 (Figure 3), 2) an
eco-social document reporting the

state of the art in the glass industry

Society Figure 2. Flag of the United Nations adopted in December, 1946.

and the

e Kanch | Vol. 12 | No. 1 | April-June 2024

Source: Miguel A. Padrifan from Pixabay



and 3) an Executive Summary.
Together they showed how the
glass community is supporting
the 2030 UN developmental
goals: responsible production
and sustainability; innovation
and infrastructure; affordable

and clean energy; climate
action; unpolluted water and
oceans; sanitation, health and
well-being;  education  and
gender equality. From these

documents, the final Resolution

www.aigmf.com
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Figure 3. Sustainable development goals of Agenda 2030.

of Light, Prof. John Dudley,
University of Franche-Comté,
willingly shared his experiences on
the negotiation process with an initial
IYOG team consisting of Professors
Duran, Pye and Parker and explained
more of the procedures involved.

Being aware of their reputations
the

Commission on

and potential contributions
International
Glass several
based

working partners. The International

approached glass-

organizations as possible
Committee of Museums, along with
the Community of Glass Associations
promoted by VITRUM and the Italian
Government, accepted the challenge
and joined ICG, with its links to many
national Glass Societies, as sponsors
of IYOG.

A formal application for a United
Nations International Year of Glass for
2022 to celebrate the technological,
scientific, artistic and economic role
of glass as an enabling material crucial
to many technologies and cultures
was shifting from a possibility to a
probability.

Many factors influenced the choice

of year but high on the list were
several important anniversaries. Of
particular importance administratively
was that 2022 was the Centennial
Anniversary of the German Society
of Glass Technology but there were
other noteworthy anniversaries too:
the 100™ anniversary of the opening
of King Tutankhamun’s tomb with its
glass rich treasure, 200 years since
the invention of the Fresnel lens,
the 70" Anniversary of the Float
Glass process, the 60* anniversary
of the Studio Glass movement, and
remarkably 670 years since the first
painting showing someone wearing
eyeglasses!

3. ASSEMBLING AN
APPLICATION

Throughout these initial negotiations

written documentation was in

preparation. A 20 page position
statement created from an initial draft
prepared by Prof. John C. Mauro, The
Pennsylvania State University, was
enhanced by drawing on information
from numerous other sources. More

than 40 experts, mainly from ICG
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Technical Committees, participated
in this main document. With the help
of Mr. David Moore, Managing Editor,
The Society of Glass Technology, it
subsequently became an eight-page
illustrated brochure. A paper on the
global economics of the glass industry
was also generated from a variety of
sources and national reports; it finally
became the eco-social document
submitted to the UN. These
documents can be downloaded from
the IYOG website.

To supplement these written texts,
a twenty-minute video was created
by Prof. Jones,
College, and Dr. Mathieu Hubert,
Development Associate, Corning Inc.

Julian Imperial

In addition to the main authors, many
experts and colleagues collaborated
in creating this splendid film and the
documentation justifying our project;
while too many to mention individually
we would like to acknowledge their
support; they were always ready to
assist and overflowing with ideas.
The film can be viewed at this link;
a version with Japanese subtitles has
also been produced.



Museums/Artists; 433; 19%
R&D Centres; 133; 6%

h Journals; 34; 1%
l’ Academic Institutions; 559; 25%

Companies; 775; 34%

Associations; 331; 15%

Oceania; 75; 3%

Asia; 489; 21%

Africa; 70; 3%

North America; 413; 18%

South America; 273; 12%

.

Central America; 19; 1%

Europe/European Union; 961; 42%

Figure 4. Showing the distribution of expressions of interest

from various types of Institution.

Figure 5. Showing the distribution of expressions of interest

from different continents.

Source: IYOG endorsers database

4. AN ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Before the final submission to the
UN the next step was to generate
international awareness and interest
in the proposal for an International
Year of Glass. Articles were written
in Journals and Trade Magazines and
a web site was developed (www.
iyog2022.org). The documentation
and videos created for the UN
were helpful as publicity. A LinkedIn
site was started and Glass Societies
throughout the world were contacted
to circulate information, particularly
to disseminate links.

To harness the enthusiasm generated,
a contact form was released on the
International Year of Glass web site
to gather the details of interested
and individuals.

this

organizations
Subsequently created an
invaluable database, but initially the
associated  statistical  information
garnered became a significant plank in
the evidence submitted to the United
Nations. Figure 4 is a chart showing
the types of Institutions offering
support and Figure 5 indicates their

geographical distribution.

By the end of 2021
support had been received from

enthusiastic

almost 2500 Universities and research

centers, societies and associations,

museums, artists, educators,
manufacturers and companies in 96
countries spanning all five continents.
Almost 1400 of these submissions
were received in time for inclusion
within final documentation
submitted to the UN. Dealing with

communications on this scale required

our

the use of specialist software such as
Mailchimp which fortuitously was just
becoming available on the market at
low cost.

5. THE PROPOSAL IS
ACCEPTED BY THE UNITED
NATIONS

The UN submission process was
far from smooth; false starts were
frequent, caused by the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
behind
submissions. Dates anticipated for

political sensitivities such
a formal submission came and went
without action because important
meetings were delayed or not
everyone agreed on the details of the
submission. A further problem was
the change of the approval method
Assembly,

majority to unanimity; this required

in the General from

a detailed and longer negotiation
process amongst the participants

@ Kanch | Vol. 12 | No. 1 | April-June 2024

Source: YOG endorsers database

of the GA. Eventually a draft
Resolution outlining our ambitions
was negotiated and accepted by the
Missions of a significant number of
UN countries during April 2021. It
successfully passed a silent process of
approval on | |*" May —that is no one
objected. The formal resolution was
agreed at the United Nations General
Assembly on May 18", 2021 during
a meeting broadcasted by UN TVE;
several IYOG committee members
sat glued to their seats listening to the
proceedings and their response to the
unanimous vote echoed around the
world.

Heartfelt thanks go especially to
the Spanish Mission at the UN,
particularly the Spanish Ambassador
Mr. Agustin Santos Maraver and Ms.
Ana Alonso, who led this process
through the difficult twists and turns
of diplomacy in stressful times. We
are also grateful to the 19 countries
that lent invaluable support as Co-
Sponsors, formally endorsing the UN

resolution.

6. SETTING UP AN
ADMINISTRATION TEAM

The initial planning had been mostly

supported by the International



Commission on Glass, a voluntary
organization made up of officers of
the main National Glass Societies
around the world. Others from the
much wider, global constituency were
drawn in over time. Representation
from Museums, History, Education
and the Arts was also vital — each had
their own important membership
supporting different aspects of
Glass. Some, still recovering from
the aftermath of COVID, could not
commit significant resources but
finally The International Committee of
Museums (ICOM) and the Community
of Glass Associations joined ICG as
major supporters. Other international
working groups and associations with
related aspirations also provided
significant  administrative  support
(Vitrum, FEVE, NGA, GE) and some
have submitted
Other

took on specific tasks such as the

individual reports.

commercial  organizations
preparation of a Web Page for the
Opening Ceremony at no charge.

Once approval for IYOG2022 had
been given by the United Nations a
rapid gear shift was needed. A Core
Team (Table |) with the responsibilities
listed sprang into action.

Two more people deserve a very
special mention for their tireless
support in vital administrative
roles: Mrs. Kun Wang and Dr. |

Maria Pascual.

Mrs.
International,

Kun Wang of Triumph
China and also
the Executive Secretary of
the International Commission
of Glass provided invaluable
support

throughout:  setting

up online meetings, keeping
records in shared online storage,
creating Agenda and Minutes,

and mostly undertaken in spite

www.aigmf.com

Table I. Core Team (Images shown in Figure 6)

Prof. Alicia Duran (Spain):

Prof. John Parker (UK):

Mr. Patrick Gavaghan (Australia):
Prof. Teresa Medici (Italy):

Dr. Mathieu Hubert (USA):

of the seriously antisocial working
hours caused by international time
differences.

Secondly Dr. Maria Pascual took on
the task of Treasurer, a particular
because

onerous position

with different

many
countries banking
systems and currency were involved.
She had already been an effective
treasurer for ICG for many years and
was able to create a parallel account
within that of the ICG so that no new
bank charges or auditing costs were

incurred.

They met frequently on Zoom/
Teams throughout the second half
of 2021 and the whole of 2022.
Frequent emails, often with panic
written between the lines of their
brief messages, flew around the
world and helped to solve the issue of
time differences. Holidays taken that
summer were brief!

United Nations protocol placed two
major obligations on the YOG2022

Figure 6. The Core team.
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Museums and Art
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Organizing Committee. The first was
to arrange an Opening Ceremony
at the United Nations Headquarters
in Geneva. Its theme was primarily
to present to the UN ambassadors
and secondly a worldwide audience
a summary of the arguments used in
the Application to justify the award of
a UN sponsored International Year.
It had to demonstrate how glassy
materials were aiding the aspirations
embodied within the UN 2030
humanitarian goals.

A further constraint was that this
event had to be undertaken without
charging a conference fee; at the
same time some COVID restrictions
were still being applied. A Closing
Ceremony at the end of the year
celebrating what had been achieved
was the second requirement; it took
place in Tokyo, Japan.

These events were of particular
significance, and they merit extended
commentaries in this report. The

Opening Ceremony and the closing

Source: © IYOG archive



Table 2. List of Regional Organizing Committees (ROs)

ROOI Brazil

RO02 Germany; Liechtenstein
RO03 China

RO04

RO05 Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, Uruguay
RO06

ROO07 USA, Canada

RO08 Spain, Portugal, Andorra
RO09 France, Belgium

ROI10 Japan, Korea

ROI I

ROI2 UK, Ireland

ROI3

RO 14

ROI5

ROI6

RO17 India, Iran, Pakistan
RO18 Italy

event in Japan, both through the eyes
of the event organizers and others
who were present. The program
organizing committee for the Opening
Ceremony was chaired by Prof. L.
Wondraczek from Germany while
the Closing Ceremony organizing
Committee was chaired by Profs. H.
Inoue and S. Tanabe.

At the suggestion of the Spanish
Ambassador to the UN, a prime
mover in organizing the whole year
and a vital contact point between
the organizers and the UN, a shorter

Debriefing Meeting was also held

in December in the United Nations
building in New York to present
selected noteworthy outcomes from
the Year in an easily digestible format
for the UN Ambassadors.

From the start, the core team realized
the importance of a contact list and
that the varied and multidimensional
celebrations which an International
Year deserved could not be organized
solely by one central committee.
Regional Organizations were created
based on location, language and
of

the geographical distribution

endorsers across the planet, 18

Table 3a. List of sponsors offering unrestricted funding, with their logos
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Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Malta, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Israel, Bulgaria

Mexico, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Colombia, Venezuela, El Salvador, Panama

Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Netherlands, Luxembourg, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania

Russia, Poland, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Uzbekistan, Moldavia, Ukraine
Hungary, Slovenia, Serbia, Romania, Slovak Republic, Czech Republic, Switzerland, Austria, Croatia
Algeria, Angola, Egypt, Eritrea, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Ghana

Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand

groups in total, listed in Table 2.
Each group focused on coordination,
advertising, sharing best practice and
providing a supportive environment.
An online database was created to
collect and collate a list of planned
activities. Its purpose was to be
both an advertising resource and
also a long-term record with more
information than the wider public

needed to see. Several Regional
Organizing Committees also
organized their own web sites
which could then use the local

language. Many of these sites can be
found through online links, which

AL,
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Table 3b. List of sponsors that pid for specific items

SCHOTT

glass made of ideas I
olass
glass

has reports from each committee
summarizing their achievements.

Additionally, a based
principally on 2 or 3 representatives

Council,
from each of the 18 Regional

Organizations,  Associations  and
magazines, promoted the best ideas,
so multiplying their impact and was
able to identify issues, react quickly
and offer guidance as the need arose.
They met monthly from October
2021 to December 2022, continuing

through 2023 at a lower frequency.

From the date of the United Nations
approval, the task of diffusion and
coordination of thousands of activities
across the planet began: congresses
and seminars, industrial fairs and
glass schools co-existed with artistic
social media,

exhibitions, books,

scientific, technical and general-
interest magazines. Event planning
relied on grass roots input, and
delegation was indispensable. The

huge network of volunteers is sadly

Table 3c. Contributions in kind to the

administration
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too large to acknowledge individually.
In the later chapters with its reports
from each Regional Organization will
illustrate the level of activity across
the world.

7. FINANCING A PROGRAM

Financial arrangements for local
activities were dealt with at a local
level but a Sponsorship Program was
created early in the process to provide
financial support for the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies required by
the United Nations. Here we give a
detailed account of the fund-raising
campaign, the financial arrangements
that

organization of the year and the

in place underpinned the
funding available, with recognition
of the many generous sponsors who
facilitated the successful running of
the year.

A major feature of the year was that
our generous sponsors contributed
sufficient funds so that not only
were we able to sponsor the
conference sessions required by
the United Nations but we were
also able to part-fund more than
80 additional projects around the
globe. The sources and details of
the financing of this program are
described fully in the next chapter.

Our fund-raising campaign began
towards the end of 2021
was led by Mr. Patrick Gavaghan.

and

He defined from the beginning
different levels of sponsorship
and created a prospectus with a

clear description of the benefits
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attached to each category. These
requirements were presented to the
industry in an 18-page prospectus.
The most important sponsorships
were categorized in relation to
different styles of glass art; Diamond,
Avventurina, Cristallo and Lattimo.
Other opportunities to sponsor were
related to particular cost-centers,
the most prestigious being the
Conference Dinner at the Opening

Ceremony.

In total almost € 440,000 was raised.
The Sponsors are listed in Tables
3a and 3b. Table 3a lists those who
gave specific sums for unrestricted
expenditure. Five sponsors each
contributed € 50,000,

Avventurina sponsors gave € 25,000

seven

each, while four Lattimo sponsors
committed € 10,000. Table 3b lists
those who paid for specific items such
as the conference dinner, reducing
significantly the costs of running the
Opening Ceremony in Geneva. In
particular, the cost of the Gala Dinner
was equivalent in value to a Diamond
Sponsorship. Table 3c lists four
organizations which contributed in
kind by providing administrative and
organisation support throughout the

year.

We were also fortunate to gain
access to lecture rooms in the United
Nations Buildings that provided high
quality conference space, namely the
beautifully decorated and furnished
Human Rights Room in the ‘Palace of
Nations’ at no charge; this came with
audiovisual and recording facilities,
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Eugenia Cruz. She also supported
and dealt with the endorsers lists,
its updating, and the preparation
of individual lists for each of
the

including the frequent sending of

I8 Regional Organizations,

messages during 202 | and 2022 by
Mailchimp. The list of endorsers
finally surpassed 2500 endorsers
from 96 countries.

Many regional organizations

created their own Social Media

accounts and web sites. This

Figure 7. Official Logo of YOG and a derivative logo.

and manpower. The AV equipment
was particularly important for the
Opening Ceremony. It meant that the
event could be streamed live around
the world as well being recorded for
posterity.

8. CREATING AN ONLINE
PRESENCE

An early step was logo design. The
one used (Figure 7) was created by a
communications agency, paid for by
the GlaSS group of Prof. Alicia Duran,
and incorporating the logo for the
International Commission on Glass.
It was made available in a variety of
electronic formats to the whole YOG
community as a download from the
YOG web site and could be added
to individual emails or used in event
promotional material. Those using
it were asked to respect the UN
humanitarian goals and not use it for
merchandising or to endorse purely
commercial activities.

The simplicity of the logo made small
changes for local use straightforward:
so modifications were suggested
by the Japanese and in the case of
Spain and Portugal/Brazil it was
adapted by Marco Demichelis, Marco
audiovisual”. RO03 also had their own

version.

facilitated regular updating and
meant that the local language could

Source: © YOG archive

Since the close of 2022 a further
adaptation has made it the symbol for

‘The Age of Glass’.

The web pages created for YOG
were used for many purposes but
particularly to create links to the
downloadable Logo files, individual

and  event registration, and for
documents and events of global
significance, such as the forms
submitted to the UN. The Opening
and Closing Ceremonies had their
own web sites. The IYOG web pages
will be maintained and visible to the
public for a further five years; they
retain the facility for recording and
An

early attempt to collect donations

advertising organized events.

through the web site failed because
of limitations to the commercial
that made it

vulnerable to misuse. Social media

software available,

communications were via LinkedIn
and were regularly monitored by one

of Prof. Duran’s students Ms. Maria

be used. Examples are presented
in the
accounts which will come in the later

Regional Organization

chapters.

9. HANDLING FINANCES

Local expenses were mostly covered
by the local regional committees who
in turn expected individual event
organizers to provide their own
funding. This included almost all the
conferences that took place during
the year; the two exceptions were
the Opening Ceremony in Geneva
and the final Debriefing Event in New
York because United Nations rules
meant that a conference fee could
not be charged. In both cases though
the UN provided lecture rooms and
AV facilities free of charge. The other
significant cost was the provision of
grants to groups around the world
chosen using a competitive selection
process. The breakdown for these
costs is outlined in the next chapter.

Dr. Pascual has created a closing
account summarizing incomings and
outgoings in Table 4.

Table 4. Summarizing the overall income and outgoings for the

1YOG2022
2021
Income €55,255
Expenditure €54,486
Balance €769
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2022 Total
€384,362 €439,617
€374,641 €429,127

€9,721 €10,490



.
\

W

Figure 8. United Nations Headquarters, New York.

The final balance on 30" May 2023
was € 11,604 and was allocated for
spending on |) Maintenance of an
IYOG web site for 5 years, and 2)
production of this YOG final report
as a book by CSIC and distribution
to all the ROs. Specifically, 87 IYOG
projects were funded at a cost of €
193,182. The remainder was spent on
the Opening Ceremony in February
2022 in Geneva (€ 150,000), at the
Debriefing event in December in
New York (€ 48,500), on IYOG book
printing and exhibitions/ posters (€
[1,300). Other minor costs were for
support staff’s travel expenses and the
IYOG web site. Some financial service
costs as well as an administrative load
were occurred for money transfer
across country boundaries, particular
for the project grants, costs that were
a significant fraction of the sums being
transferred.

10. CONCLUDING REMARKS

As well as providing a background
of the events leading up to the

International Year of Glass, we have
recorded here the organizational
structure, the initial preparations
and the running of the International
Year of Glass. This volume in its
entirety offers a snapshot of all
the events of 2022 through the
eyes of the many organizers, the
participants and the major sponsors
(Chapter-
Chapter-
People; Chapter- Art and Museums
report; Chapter- Associations Report;
Chapter- A Retrospective from the
major sponsors). The reader can
discover links to material that can

Regional Organizations;

Education and Young

be downloaded and used for its

educational context, for example
recordings of important conferences,
short video clips demonstrating the
importance of Glass, and Posters
on Sustainability. Later chapters
will also provide an account of the
identification of the Seven Glass
Wonders of the World as seen
through the eyes of a wide range of
Glass Experts. We offer the volume
as a record of an amazingly successful

global event and hope too that it will
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be a useful guide to others organizing
UN sponsored years in the future.

Following the example of the
Light a

continues to

International Year of

committee work
on exploiting the many positive
outcomes of 2022, outcomes that
have been based on the UN 2030
goals —for example on equality,
education and sustainability. Other
outcomes have included the breaking
down of geographical boundaries by
recording numerous videos, printed
texts, and online lectures. But perhaps
the biggest success has been the
bringing together of artists, scientists,
archaeologists,
teachers, gifted speakers, writers,

museum  curators,
even musicians to share and build the
amazing Story of Glass!

In her closing speech by Prof. Alicia
Duran at the United Nations Building
in New York, emphasized that 2022
had been the start and not the
conclusion of a journey to ‘The Age
of Glass’. The further chapters will
demonstrate the veracity of that
statement m



